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Built on the ideas and experiences of more than 1,000 stakeholders who participated during 
in-person events, and more who shared feedback online, this plan reflects the community’s 
vision for safer, smarter and more convenient travel. 

Hoffman in Motion lays out a clear roadmap for investments in the Village’s transportation 
network. From updated infrastructure like dedicated bike lanes and upgraded intersections, 
to forward-thinking policies that expand transit accessibility, the plan offers practical, people-
focused recommendations to help everyone get around with greater ease.

The Village started rolling out early initiatives, including forming a new Active 
Transportation Advisory Committee to guide implementation and the posting of signage on 
all recommended bike routes. Major long-term improvements are also part of the plan, such 
as safety upgrades at 77 identified intersections and new side paths, bike lanes, and other 
enhancements along key corridors like Higgins Road.

Adoption of Hoffman in Motion comes as the Village is also engaging the community with 
Hello Hoffman, a new comprehensive and strategic planning effort, providing another step 
toward a more connected, vibrant, and forward-looking community. Visit hellohoffman.com 
to learn more and provide feedback.

The Village Board recently adopted 
Hoffman in Motion, a new 

multimodal transportation plan 
designed to shape the future of 

movement in Hoffman Estates. 

HOFFMAN IN 
MOTION  

Multimodal Transportation 
Plan Adopted



By Pat Barch, Hoffman Estates Village Historian

     hanks to our previous mayors Betty 
Gloyd and Virginia Hayter for making the 
decision to save an important part of our 
early history. The Sunderlage Farm House 
now belongs to the Village and was saved 
from demolition. The Village respectfully 
maintains and cares for this historic 
home that has served many people as a 
unique location for showers, graduation 
parties and birthday parties. Allowing the 
community to rent the house for special 
occasions was one of the major reasons 
that it was saved. Now it’s time for the 
farmhouse’s birthday. In 2026 it will be 
170 years old.

The farmhouse belonged to Johann 
Sunderlage and his wife Catherine. We 
believe Johann came to America in the 
1830s to work as a canal builder. He later 
returned to Germany to bring back his 
friends who became the pioneer families 
who first settled in Wildcat Grove—the 
area that would later become Hoffman 
Estates.  

Their first home was a simple dugout 
and then a log cabin on the north side of 
Higgins Rd. close to where Hilldale Golf 
Club is now. In 1856 Johann looked for a 
reputable carpenter to build his first real 
house. He found Hiram Thurston, who 
was a noted carpenter who had built the 
first home in Palatine as well as its first 
train station in 1855. 

Over time, the farmhouse changed 
hands and was purchased in 1941 from 
descendants of the Sunderlage family 
by Lila Harrell. She was an interior 
designer and contracted the installation 
of electricity and running water for the 
first time. She made many changes to the 
house that included hand painted murals 
by Malvin Albright on the walls of the 
stairway, which have since been painted 
over and wallpapered. Lila Harrell called 
her new home “Angelus Farm”. She lived 
in the farmhouse until 1952 when she sold 
it to Peter Volid.

Since attaining ownership, the Village has 
lovingly remodeled the farmhouse. The 

Historic Sites Commission has worked to 
add older farm furnishings, lace curtains in 
all the windows and a display of Johann’s 
restored trunk that traveled across land 
and sea to arrive at the place he would call 
home.

The small smokehouse that sits a short 
distance south of the house is proudly on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 
We believe, without documentation, 
that the smokehouse was built before the 
house sometime in the 1840s. Because of 
the changes made to the Sunderlage Farm 
House, it was not eligible to be nominated 
for that honor. 

The Sunderlage House has had work done 
to it to keep up with the present times.  
When the community visits the house, 
they will find an elevator available for 
those who need one.

Email Pat Barch at  
eagle2064@comcast.net

Historian’s 
notebook
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MAYOR’S 
COMMUNITY 
UPDATE  
BREAKFAST
Join the Hoffman Estates Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry for its annual 
Mayor’s Community Update Breakfast 
on Thursday, Feb. 19 at the NOW Arena. 

Registration and the breakfast begin at 
7:30 a.m., followed by Mayor McLeod 
recapping 2025 and providing a look 
ahead at 2026. Village staff will also 
be available to answer any questions 
you have on current and future 
developments. 

This event is open to the public. 
Admission, $35 for Chamber members 
and $45 for non-Chamber members, 
includes a hot breakfast buffet. Register 
today by calling 847-781-9100, or by 
visiting the Chamber of Commerce 
website at hechamber.com.

For more information, email
Missy.Brito@vohe.org
Various photos courtesy Mona S. Morrison



A Message from
Mayor McLeod 

MAYOR
William D. McLeod

If you joined us for the 2025 Friendship Tree Lighting and fireworks 
show, thank you for helping us kick off the season in such a joyful 
way! The holidays can be a challenging time for many, and coming 
together for traditions like the Tree Lighting lifts spirits and 
strengthens our sense of community. A special thank-you goes out 
to our Public Works team for once again organizing a well-attended, 
festive evening. Many of you brought donations of food for our food 
pantry locations – these gifts are appreciated especially now. Please 
note, donations are accepted all year in the Village Hall lobby or in 
our Health and Human Services Department. 
On Monday, Jan. 19, the Cultural Awareness Commission will host 
the Annual MLK Jr. Breakfast at Village Hall. This event brings our 
community together for meaningful conversations, reflection, and 
a renewed commitment to nonviolent activism. Please note that 
capacity is limited; more details can be found on page 4.
Each year, my office collects thousands of Valentine’s Day cards for 
seniors, veterans, and others in our community who could use a 
reminder that they matter. I invite you to help brighten someone’s 
day by dropping off handmade cards to my office. All cards must 
be received by Monday, Feb. 9 to be included in this year’s delivery. 
Thank you in advance for helping us continue this heartfelt tradition.

Like us on Facebook!
@hoffmanestatesil

Sign up for eNews!
hoffmanestates.org/enews

Follow us on Instagram!
@villageofhoffmanestates

Watch videos on YouTube!
@hoffmanestatesil 3

VILLAGE TRUSTEES

TRUSTEE
Karen V. Mills

TRUSTEE
Anna Newell

TRUSTEE
Gary J. Pilafas

TRUSTEE
Gary G. Stanton

TRUSTEE
Karen J. Arnet

TRUSTEE
Patrick Kinnane

I hope you all enjoyed a safe and joyful holiday season! 
As we step into the new year, let’s continue the spirit of 
giving. The Village maintains a dedicated drop-off spot for 
canned goods, boxed items and toiletries to help restock our 
local food pantries. Donations are welcomed year-round, 
ensuring that neighbors in need always have support. Your 
generosity makes a real difference—every donation helps 
neighbors facing difficult times. Together, we can keep our 
pantries strong and our community supported. Thank you 
for your kindness and commitment to helping others!

corner

CL
ER

K’
S
Finally, I hope you will join me for the Mayor’s Community Update 
Breakfast, hosted by the Hoffman Estates Chamber of Commerce 
on Thursday, Feb. 19 at the NOW Arena. Enjoy a great breakfast 
and learn about the exciting projects and plans for our Village. To 
reserve your seat, please call the Chamber at 847-781-9100 or visit 
hechamber.com.
As always, feel free to email me anytime at Bill.Mcleod@vohe.org or 
call 847-781-2604 with your questions or comments. 

Coffee
with the Board

Saturday, Jan. 17, 10 a.m.  
Council Chambers, Village Hall
1900 Hassell Road

VILLAGE CLERK
Patty Richter
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Join the Cultural Awareness Commission for a special celebration honoring Black History Month on Saturday, Feb. 21, at 2 p.m. at Village 
Hall. This event will celebrate the tremendous contributions of great Black Americans throughout history.   

A special keynote address will be given by Chris Blackshear featuring African contributions in North America, Latin America, and South 
America. Not only is Blackshear a speaker, actor, software test engineer and musician, he is also a Distinguished Toastmaster, a Six Sigma 
Green Belt and played the leading role of Martin Luther King in “Last 
Night as King.”

This commemoration features entertainment by the Funk Brotherz and 
the Hoffman Estates Majorettes. Light refreshments will be served.

Black History Month is an outgrowth of Negro History Week, an event 
created in 1926 by Carter G. Woodson, an African-American scholar 
and historian. In 1976, the annual event was extended to last for one 
month, during which achievements of African-Americans are honored. 
Black History Month takes place in February to commemorate the 
birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass, a former slave, 
intellectual and abolitionist.  

The event is free, but reservations are required. Call Hallie Karle at 
847-781-2606 or email Hallie.Karle@vohe.org to reserve a seat.   

Black History Month Celebration!

The Cultural Awareness Commission cordially invites the community to celebrate its 
22nd annual Martin Luther King Jr. Breakfast on Monday, Jan. 19. This free, joyful 
event will begin promptly at 8 a.m. with breakfast at Village Hall. 

This event celebrates the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., one of history’s 
most inspiring and influential civil rights leaders. Dr. King’s example of sacrifice, 
service and conviction in the face of great injustice reminds us that positive change is 
possible when we all join together in solidarity.  

Tony Bradburn will return with his message: “How MLK Jr. leveraged the law to affect 
change.”  Tony has worked in education as a teacher and administrator for over 27 
years and is currently the principal at Sunny Hill Elementary School in Barrington 
School District 220. The event also features the Holy Archangels Adult Choir.  

Seating is very limited and reservations are accepted on a first come, first-served basis 
through 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 14, or until the event is full. There is a limit of four 
persons per reservation. Call Hallie Karle at 847-781-2606 or email Hallie.Karle@
vohe.org to reserve your spot today.

Donations of non-perishable food items or new hats and gloves will be accepted during 
this event to help restock our community food pantries for the winter.

We hope you will be able to attend this uplifting celebration!

Martin  
Luther  
King Jr.  
Breakfast  
January 19



for 
Sister Cities 
Cultural  
Exchanges

The Sister Cities Commission of Hoffman Estates is seeking host families for three cultural 
exchanges this year, as they prepare to welcome guests from our Sister City, Angoulême, 
France.

The exchanges are scheduled for:
•	 March 25 through April 1 when two comic artists visit to attend and participate in the C2E2 comic expo in 

Chicago;
•	 April 4 through 13 when five culinary students and two instructors visit and participate in the Chamber of 

Commerce’s Bon Appétit restaurant event; and
•	 June 23 through 30, with two runners participating in the Stars & Stripes Half Marathon at Bell Works 

Chicagoland in Hoffman Estates.

Please help continue this tradition of friendship and sharing of cultures by considering 
becoming a host family.  Host families are not required to speak French, and do not need to 
be available each day, as the Commission will accompany exchange guests to outings.

•	 For the Comic exchange, please call Terri Lamberti at 224-456-7375 or email her at terrilamberti@att.net.  

•	 For the Culinary exchange, please call Jill Wood-Naatz at 847-507-9724 or email her at jill.woodnaatz@gmail.
com and, finally, 

•	 For the Runners exchange, please call Lisa Christie at 847-721-6450, or email her at lisa@L-MFinancial.com.

Growing to 
GREENNESS!

Recycle Holiday Lights
Holiday lights will be accepted for recycling at no cost to residents through a 
partnership between the Village and the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook 
County (SWANCC) through Friday, Jan. 30.

All string lighting and extension cords can be dropped off during normal 
business hours in the drop box located in the lobby at Village Hall.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL PUBLIC WORKS at 847-490-6800.
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Host  
families  
needed

Paint Recycling Update
As part of the new Illinois Paint Stewardship Act, select retailers will now accept leftover paint, stain and  
varnish year-round. Acceptable products, drop-off locations and tips to reduce waste are available online 
at paintcare.org. PaintCare reuses or repurposes the collected paint as much as possible, with program 
oversight provided by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. For additional up-to-date recycling 
information, use the Recycle Coach tool on the Village’s website at hoffmanestates.org/recycling.



January is Cervical Cancer 
Awareness Month
Recognizing Cervical Cancer 
Awareness Month provides 
a great opportunity to learn  
about the importance of cervical  
cancer prevention and the benefits of HPV 
(human papilloma virus) vaccination. The 
immunization prevents over 90 percent 
of cancers caused by HPV and is most 
effective when given to adolescents between 
the ages of 11-12 years. Health and Human 
Services offers vaccinations to those who 
qualify. Complete a vaccination request 
at portal.hoffmanestates.org. Learn more 
about HPV by visiting healthychildren.org.

Healthy body, 
healthy mind ... 
                   Health 
and Human 
Services

News  from 

Health and Human Services offers affordable physical  
and mental health services to the community: 

• Adult services and immunizations 
• Cholesterol screening 
• Hemoglobin A1C screening 
• Children and Baby Clinics 
• Vaccine Appointment Portal 

To schedule health screenings, preventative tests, and 
tuberculosis testing, call 847-781-4850. Vaccination 

appointments can be made online at  
portal.hoffmanestates.org.

Death Over Dinner: A Community 
Conversation 
Thursday, Jan. 22, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Morizzo Funeral Homes,  
2550 Hassell Rd., Hoffman Estates
Back by popular demand, join 
Health and Human Services 
for an evening of reflection and connection 
at Death Over Dinner, a heartfelt gathering 
that invites community members to explore 
the universal themes of mortality, honoring 
lives past and present, and embracing a life 
of meaning. Register online:  
bit.ly/3MbBeO9

Parenting in a Digital World
Thursday, Jan. 29, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Village Hall
Screens. Video games. Smart 
phones. Social media. And 
now AI. The challenges of 
parenting have perhaps never 
been this complex. Parents are 
invited to join Health and Human Services 
for a workshop exploring parenting in this 
age of rapid technological development, 
including relevant psychological research, 
guided discussions and engaging activities. 
Dinner will be served. Register online:  
bit.ly/4pu3kT5

OUTREACH PROGRAMS

Bone Density Screenings
The Village of Hoffman Estates is offering 
free bone density screenings for adults 
at the Hoffman Estates Branch Library, 
1550 Hassell Rd. on Thursday, Jan. 15 by 
appointment. The screening uses a wrist 
or finger measurement and takes less than 
five minutes. The appointment 
includes a copy of results and 
consultation with a nurse. 
Call 847-781-4850 to 
schedule an appointment.
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February is Heart Health Month
Heart disease remains the leading cause of 
death in the U.S. New guidelines focus on 
earlier interventions, personalized treatment 
and lifestyle changes. These goals aim to 
reduce the risk of heart attack and stroke 
more effectively. 
Updates in Cardiovascular Prevention:
•	Earlier management of hypertension
•	 Individualized risk calculator
•	Cholesterol screening beginning at age 20
•	Lifestyle Recommendations:
•	Follow a heart-healthy diet
•	Exercise regularly
•	Achieve or maintain a healthy weight

Take charge of your heart health. Health 
and Human Services offers blood pressure 
readings, cholesterol screenings, and 
wellness consultations to help you and your 
heart stay healthy! Schedule your screening 
today by calling 847-781-4850.

Older adults are invited to 
challenge their brains through 
interactive activities designed 
to help maintain cognitive 
function and memory.

Class meets once a month at 
Village Hall at 10 a.m. Call 
847-781-4850 to register.

memory minders
brain health class

Connecting Through Our Stories: 
Intergenerational Workshop for South 
Asian Families
Saturday, Feb. 7, 1 to 3 p.m. at  
Village Hall
Stories serve as a bridge across 
generations, cultures,and 
differences and can build 
emotional connection, increase empathy, 
and deepen our understanding of others. 
Join Health and Human Services for a 
family-friendly afternoon of connection 
through storytelling to learn more about 
emotional expression, family history, and 
culture through journal prompts in Hindi, 
Urdu, and Gujarati. This event is open to 
South Asian families, including grandparents 
and children 8 and older. A vegetarian lunch 
will be served. Call Bhavi Shah at 847-781-
4859 for more information. Register online 
by Jan. 23: bit.ly/4oZDK8F

2026 Dates
January 15
February 19

March 19
April 16Sponsored by the Cook County Public 

Health Department Building Healthy 
Communities Grant



 Budget 
in Brief

VILLAGE OF HOFFMAN ESTATES, IL

$228.9 MILLION 
TOTAL BUDGET

MOODY S RATINGS
UPGRADED IN 2025

18 AWARDS 
FOR BUDGET 
PRESENTATION

$47.2 MILLION 
CAPITAL PROJECTSAa3

2026

VILLAGE BOARD STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

BUDGET FAST FACTS

The Village Board has established strategic priorities to guide how the Village allocates resources for the community. 
During the year, the Village strives to communicate these priorities in a clear, direct and proactive manner that 
increases understanding of the Village’s services, initiatives and programs.

SUSTAINABILITY

COMMUNICATION

FISCAL 
RESPONSIBILITY

TRANSPORTATION

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

INFRASTRUCTURE

TECHNOLOGY

PUBLIC SAFETY

ORGANIZATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

The Budget in Brief summarizes the Village’s annual 
budget. To view more information, visit the Village’s 
website at hoffmanestates.org/budget.

Each year, the Village of Hoffman Estates establishes 
an Operating and Capital Budget to guide spending. 
The operating budget includes funds for services the 
Village provides to the community, while the capital 
budget is a long-term plan for larger purchases, such as 
upgrades to the Village’s infrastructure. Together, these 
documents establish a firm foundation for long-term 
financial success.

The budget creation process spans six months, 
with departments working closely with the Finance 
Department and the Village Manager’s Office to 

estimate how much money will be received and spent 
in the current and upcoming year. After several rounds 
of review, a draft budget is shared with community 
stakeholders, including the Village Board and the 
Capital Improvements Board. The Village Board then 
reviews the draft budget and, if necessary, requests 
changes. 

Following a public hearing, the Board votes to approve 
and adopt the final budget. All budget hearings are 
open to the public, and community members are 
invited to participate. 

The FY2026 Operating and Capital Budget was 
approved by the Village Board on December 1, 2025. 
The total budget for all funds is $228.9 million.

›

VILLAGE OF HOFFMAN ESTATES | BUDGET IN BRIEF 2026



WHERE DOES THE VILLAGE GET ITS MONEY?
The Village has several sources of revenue. The largest is “Charges for Services,” 
like water and sewer charges. Other taxes are the second-largest revenue, followed 
by property taxes and intergovernmental revenues. Some taxes paid to the State 
of Illinois that are redistributed to the Village, such as income tax, are included in 
intergovernmental revenue rather than other taxes. Conservative estimates are made 
on how much money will be received during the fiscal year. In 2026, $213.6 million 
in revenue is expected, a 0.2% increase from last year. This reflects a $6.5 million 
increase in bond proceeds for Fire Station 22, a $1.2 million increase in investment 
earnings and decreases projected for permits, grants and operating transfers.

The Village receives only 
a portion of the property 
taxes that Hoffman Estates 
residents and businesses 
pay. Approximately 86.4% 
of the average property 
tax bill can be attributed to 
other taxing districts, such 
as school, libraries, forest 
preserves, townships and 
county government.

REVENUE AT A GLANCE

PROPERTY TAX DISTRIBUTION

TOTAL ALL REVENUES

MILLION
$213.6

   0.2% Increase from 2025

SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS

63.4%

PARK 
DISTRICT

5.8%

COOK 
COUNTY

4.1%

HARPER 
COLLEGE

4.1%

OTHER 
DISTRICTS

9%

Property 
taxes are only 

a portion of 
the Village’s 

overall 
revenues.

OF OVERALL 
VILLAGE  

REVENUE

13%

VILLAGE PORTION OF 
PROPERTY TAXES

13.6%Percentages represent average 2024 property tax levy collected in 2025.

REVENUES BY TYPE (IN MILLIONS)

CHARGES 
FOR SERVICES 

$67M

INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
REVENUES

$27.3M

LICENSES  
& PERMITS

$6.2M

PROPERTY 
TAXES
$28.7M

BOND/NOTE 
PROCEEDS

$22M

OPERATING
TRANSFERS

$21.3M

MISC.
$3.8M

OTHER 
TAXES
$32M

INVESTMENTS
$4.5M

FINES
$770K

Approximately $5.2 million from the 
General Fund will be used toward 
the $47.2 million of total capital 
needs and toward the Village’s debt 
service in FY2026. Even with this use 
of General Fund dollars, the Village 
is still projected to maintain a 33.8% 
General Fund balance reserve in 2026, 
exceeding the 25% reserve required by 
Village Board policy.

Other municipal taxes, such as 
electricity, natural gas and home rule 
sales tax, make up 15% of all revenues.

Property tax is the Village’s third-
largest revenue source. Close to 90% of 
the property tax levy, which will see a 
modest 4.2% increase for 2026, is used 
to pay for public safety operations and 
police and fire pensions. Approximately 
10% of property taxes collected will go 
toward paying a portion of the Village’s 
outstanding debt. 

REVENUE HIGHLIGHTS
$21.3 MILLION 
OPERATING TRANSFERS

$32 MILLION
OTHER TAXES

$28.7 MILLION
PROPERTY TAXES

Water and sewer charges are the 
most significant portion of charges for 
services, making up 49.1% of the $67 
million in revenue in that category.

$32.9 MILLION
WATER & SEWER FEES

VILLAGE OF HOFFMAN ESTATES | BUDGET IN BRIEF 2026



SPENDING AT A GLANCE
HOW IS VILLAGE MONEY SPENT?
The Village always makes an effort to anticipate expenses and plan for them within 
the annual budget. Overall, the Village’s expenses can be broken down into the 
categories defined below. Additional detail, such as fund types and how the Village’s 
accounts are structured, can be found in the full budget document. Budgeted 
expenditures for 2026 total $228.9 million, a 0.7% increase from the prior year. With 
positive financial results over the last several years, the Village has made it a priority 
to fund projects that address the Village’s aging infrastructure. Nearly $46 million 
is budgeted for capital outlay for FY2026, which covers the majority of the Capital 
Improvement Program.

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

MILLION
$228.9
   0.7% Increase from 2025

EXPENDITURES BY TYPE FOR ALL FUNDS (IN MILLIONS)

SALARIES  
& WAGES
$44.4M

COMMODITIES
$1.8M

MISC. 
EMPLOYEE 
EXPENSES

$1M

CONTRACTUAL 
SERVICES

$59.3M

OPERATING
TRANSFERS

$21.3M

CAPITAL 
OUTLAY
$45.8M

DEBT 
SERVICE

$9.9M

EMPLOYEE 
BENEFITS

$45.3M

IN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS

$26.5M
$25.8M

$10.2M
$6.8M

$6.1M
$1.7M

$0.7M

Different revenue sources are 
accounted separately, but are 
transfered to other accounts 
for specific projects. Motor 
Fuel Tax ($2.7M) and Impact 
Fees ($820K) will be transfered 
to help pay for the Street 
Program in 2026.

OPERATING 
TRANSFERS

Contractual services most 
often include expenses related 
to hiring a third party to 
complete a service. Examples 
of contractual services include 
tree removal and replacement 
and 911 dispatch for police 
and fire services.

CONTRACTUAL 
SERVICES

Debt service is the amount of 
money paid toward principal 
and interest the Village has 
incurred from issuing bonds 
or notes to pay for public 
projects, like new buildings.

DEBT SERVICE

GENERAL FUND EXPLAINED 
The Village’s General Fund receives money and pays 
for programs and services not otherwise accounted 
for in a separate fund, which is most of the day-to-day 
government operations. Examples of spending types 
across the departments include employee salaries, 
commodities like salt used to treat roads during winter 
events, or contractual services with vendors, such as with 
the Village’s insurance providers. Costs related to public 
safety make up the largest share of the General Fund. 

General Fund revenues are estimated to be $80 million in 
2026 and expenditures are expected to be $85.1 million. 
These expenditures include transfers to other funds 
totaling $7.3 million, of which $5.3 million will come from 
savings. The transfers will be used to fund capital projects 
and go toward debt service. 

EXPENSES BY DEPARTMENT

Employees and the services 
they provide are the Village’s 
most valuable investment. 
Personnel-related costs make 
up 39.6% of the 2026 budget. 

EMPLOYEES

TOTAL EMPLOYEES
FULL-TIME  
EQUIVALENT371

0                   5                  10                 15                20                25

POLICE

FIRE

PUBLIC WORKS

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

BOARDS & COMMISSIONS
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM
The Capital Improvements Program is the Village’s multi-year plan for major purchases 
and improvements to facilities, land, and infrastructure. Capital purchases are 
considered to be largely one-time costs that are $25,000 or more and vehicles, which 
are always considered capital purchases. Water, sewer and stormwater work to address 
aging infrastructure in the community is part of the $47.2 million in budgeted capital 
expenses for 2026. In accordance with a recent five-year water and sewer system study, 
ongoing preventative maintenance projects for these systems will be funded through 
a combination of rate increases, low-interest loans from the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency, and transfers from General Fund reserves.

TOTAL CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURES

MILLION
$47.2

   5.4% decrease from 2025

$20.5 MILLION 
FACILITIES & 
GROUNDS

$6 MILLION 
WATER

$12.6 MILLION 
STREETS & 
RELATED 

INFRASTRUCTURE

$23,000 
MISC. PUBLIC 

IMPROVEMENTS

$1.8 MILLION 
VEHICLES

$742,000 
TECHNOLOGY

STREET 
PROGRAM 
$6.7 million

DUMP TRUCK 
REPLACEMENT 

$390,000 

WIRELESS 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

$360,000

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PLAN

UPCOMING INITIATIVES 
FOR 2026

Last approved in 2007, work will 
continue to update the Village’s 
Comprehensive Plan. The 
Comprehensive Plan establishes 
long-range development policies and 
guidelines for the entire community. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
UPDATE

LEARN MORE

 
hoffmanestates.org/

budget

FOR MORE FY2026 
BUDGET 

INFORMATION

CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

WATER MAIN 
REPLACEMENT

$4.4 million

FIRE STATION 22 
CONSTRUCTION

$12 million*

TORNADO SIREN 
REPLACEMENT

$23,000

$4.3 MILLION 
SANITARY 

SEWER

LIFT STATION 
REPLACEMENT

$2.2 million

$1.3 MILLION 
STORM
SEWER

STORMWATER
REHABILITATION

$1.2 million

An updated Enterprise Resource 
Planning (ERP) system will be 
implemented following a multi-
year project to analyze business 
processes and best uses of 
technology to serve the community.

Project-specific details are available online at hoffmanestates.org/CIP.
* total cost estimate is $18M over 2026 & 2027

TECHNOLOGY 
& ERP SYSTEM

VILLAGE OF HOFFMAN ESTATES | BUDGET IN BRIEF 2026



As the heart of winter settles in during January and February, drivers face some of the most challenging road conditions of the year. Snow, ice, 
freezing rain and reduced daylight hours all contribute to increased risks on the road. Whether you’re commuting to work, driving the kids to 
school, or just running errands, staying safe behind the wheel requires preparation, awareness, and caution.

from the Hoffman Estates Police Department

Winter Road 
Safety Tips 
1. Prepare Your Vehicle for Winter
Before hitting the road, ensure your vehicle is winter-ready:

•	 Tires: Use winter tires or all-season tires with good tread depth. 
Cold temperatures reduce tire pressure, so check them regularly.

•	 Battery: Cold weather can weaken your battery. Have it tested 
and replaced if necessary.

•	 Fluids: Keep your gas tank at least half full and top off windshield 
washer fluid with a winter-grade solution.

•	 Wipers and Defrosters: Make sure your windshield wipers are in 
good condition and your defrosters are working properly.

•	 Emergency Kit: Include blankets, a flashlight, jumper cables, a 
shovel, sand or kitty litter for traction, and non-perishable snacks.

2. Drive Cautiously in Winter Conditions
Driving in snow and ice requires a different approach:

•	 Slow Down: Speed limits are based on ideal conditions. Reduce 
your speed in snow, ice, or fog.

•	 Increase Following Distance: Leave at least 6 to 8 seconds 
between you and the vehicle ahead to allow for longer stopping 
distances.

Thursday, Feb. 12, 7 p.m.
The Hoffman Estates Police Department hosts Community 
Beat Meetings that are open to anyone who works or lives in 
the Village. These meetings, held at the Police Department, 
411 W. Higgins Rd., provide opportunities to work with the 
community to build trust, improve communication, and 
prevent crime. Attendees will interact with police officers and 
command staff to learn about current crime trends, get safety 
tips, ask questions and share concerns.

COMMUNITY MEETING

•	 Brake Gently: Sudden braking can cause skidding. 
•	 Avoid Sudden Movements: Accelerate, brake, and steer smoothly 

to maintain control.
•	 Use Headlights: Even during the day, headlights improve visibility 

in snowy or overcast conditions.

3. Watch for Black Ice and Other Hazards
Black ice is a thin, nearly invisible layer of ice that forms on roads, 
especially in shaded areas, bridges and overpasses. Be extra cautious in 
these spots, particularly early in the morning or late at night. Other 
hazards include:

•	 Snowdrifts that can obscure road markings or hide obstacles.
•	 Slush that can reduce traction and spray onto windshields.
•	 Potholes that form from freeze-thaw cycles and can damage tires or 

suspensions.

4. Stay Informed and Plan Ahead
•	 Check Weather Reports: Before traveling, check local forecasts and 

road conditions.

Police
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Did you know it only takes a burglar 8 to 12 minutes to get in and out of your home?

Or that a brief conversation could be all it takes for a scammer to steal your life savings?

In just seconds, someone can smash your car window and grab your purse or backpack.

It doesn’t matter where you live or how street-smart you are — crime can happen to anyone.

Criminals count on your lack of awareness and your false sense of security to commit crimes.

The Crime Triangle: Desire. Ability. Opportunity.
For a crime to occur, three elements must be present:
1.	 Desire – the motivation to commit the crime
2.	 Ability – the means or tools to carry it out
3.	 Opportunity – the chance to act without being caught

If we can remove just one of these elements, the crime cannot happen.

Be Part of the Solution
Law enforcement can’t be everywhere at once. That’s why we need the community — your eyes, your ears, and your voice.

Work with police, neighbors, friends, and family to:
•	 Stay informed
•	 Report suspicious activity
•	 Share information to help others stay alert

Start a Neighborhood Watch Group
One of the best ways to stay connected and prevent crime is by forming a Neighborhood Watch Group.  
All you need is a few neighbors who care and are willing to get involved.

Start a Watch Group in 5 Easy Steps:
•	 Recruit and organize as many neighbors as possible
•	 Contact Officer Corey Chereck to schedule a meeting
•	 Call 847-781-2800 or email Corey.Chereck@vohe.org
•	 Discuss concerns in your area and develop an action plan
•	 Create a communication plan to stay connected
•	 Act — host meetings, block parties and community events

Together, we can reduce crime and build a safer,  
stronger Hoffman Estates.

Crime Prevention through

Crime Can Happen Anywhere — Even Here

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
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Fire Department 

CPR Courses
•	 Wednesday, Jan. 14, 6 to 9 p.m.
•	 Saturday, Feb. 21 from 9 a.m. to noon 
Hoffman Estates Fire Station 24, 5775 Beacon Pointe Dr.

•	Learn when to phone 9-1-1
•	How to administer CPR
•	How to use an automated external defibrillator (AED)
•	How to provide relief from choking Registration is required; class sizes are limited. 

Call 847-843-4825 to register.

Courses are offered monthly 
January-October. Full schedule:  

hoffmanestates.org/CPR 
.
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Train like a firefighter: join the 2026 Citizens Fire Academy. 
Participants will complete search and rescue drills, learn CPR, 
extricate with the Jaws of Life, and more. Citizens Fire Academy 
sessions will run Wednesday evenings from 6 to 8:30 p.m. March 4 
through April 8, with a graduation ceremony on April 20.

Register today online at hoffmanestates.org/CFA. For more 
information, email HEFD.Public@vohe.org.

•	Citizens Fire Academy: Wednesdays, March 4-April 8
•	Teen Fire Academy: Wednesdays, July 1-Aug. 5
•	Fully Involved Fire Academy: Wednesdays, Sept. 2-Oct. 7

Fire Academy
Join the Citizens 

After a heavy snowfall, fire hydrants can become buried by shoveling, snowblowers, and 
snowplows. A fire doubles in size every 30 to 60 seconds. Every second firefighters spend 
shoveling out a fire hydrant allows the fire to grow larger. 

Help the Fire Department locate hydrants quickly and efficiently by clearing the snow 
three feet around the hydrants, along with a three-foot path from the road to the hydrant. 
There are 3,061 fire hydrants in Hoffman Estates and it is critical for each one to be clear 
for protecting people and property. 

Together, we can all make a difference by digging out around our fire hydrants!

KEEP HYDRANTS
Clear of Snow

Fire Academy Dates for 2026



BRIEFS
Community
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Upcoming programs for seniors
Please join the Commission for Senior 
Citizens as they start the new year off with 
two fun luncheon events. 

•	Wednesday, Jan. 21: Luncheon and Bingo 
at noon at Moretti’s Unique Events, 2525 
W. Higgins Rd. Cost is $10 for Hoffman 
Estates residents, $15 for non-residents. 
Registration is required.

•	Wednesday, Feb. 18: Valentine’s Day 
Luncheon with musical entertainment by 
David Allen Mehner at noon at Moretti’s 
Unique Events, 2525 W. Higgins Rd. Cost is 
$10 for Hoffman Estates residents, $15 for 
non-residents. Registration is required.

To register for senior programs, call Hallie 
Karle at 847-781-2606 and send a check 
payable to “Village of Hoffman Estates” 
to 1900 Hassell Rd., Hoffman Estates, 
IL. Payment must be received before a 
reservation can be confirmed. Please note, 
doors open at 11:30 a.m. for these lunch 
events.

Holiday garbage collection 
schedule
Garbage and recycling collection service 
will be on the regular schedule the week of 
New Year’s Day. Christmas tree collection is 
scheduled for the first two weeks of January. 
Please remember that all lights, ornaments 
and garland must be removed from the tree, 
and plastic disposal bags are prohibited. 
Wreaths and garland will also be accepted, 
provided the wiring has been removed. 
These items should be placed in a Kraft yard 
waste bag for collection. Visit groot.com for 
more information.

Living Christmas trees and other greenery 
may also be dropped off for disposal at 
no charge through Sunday, Jan. 11 at the 
following locations:

•	Public Works Fleet Maintenance Facility,  
2405 Pembroke Avenue

•	The field next to Fire Station 23,  
1300 Westbury Drive

•	The field next to Fire Station 24,  
5775 Beacon Pointe Drive

Courtesy reminders for pet owners
Village ordinances specifically address 
nuisance noise caused by dogs barking 
outside. Out of consideration of others, 
please do not permit your dog to bark for 
prolonged periods of time. Pets are not 
allowed to run at large in the Village, and 
dogs must be on a leash in public parks 
except within Park District-designated dog 
parks. Village code also requires pet owners 
to be responsible for cleaning up after their 
pets.

Snow removal reminders
It is unlawful to move snow into the 
street, as this can create traffic hazards and 
block the flow of water into storm sewers. 
Businesses must clear their sidewalks for 
accessibility purposes, and residents are 
also encouraged to do so. If you have 
any questions for the Code Enforcement 
Division, email buildingcodes@vohe.org.

As we settle into the winter season, the Code Enforcement Division would like to remind 
residents of the proper procedures for storing firewood outdoors in accordance with the 
Hoffman Estates Municipal Code. 

Per the code, firewood storage is limited to a face cord, which is defined as a stack of 
firewood one course deep, four feet high by eight feet long. Additionally, please know 
that firewood may not be stored in the front yard or driveway of any residential property. 
Firewood storage is permitted in back and side yards. 

Compliance with these regulations will help keep the community safe and well-maintained 
this winter. Email buildingcodes@vohe.org or call 847-781-2631 with outdoor firewood 
storage questions or concerns.

Proper Outdoor 
S torage for Firewood

Code Enforcement Division: 



January & February calendar
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to Public Works
The Village will replace mailboxes damaged during winter maintenance operations, whether 
the damage results from direct contact with snow removal equipment or from the force of 
snow and ice displaced during plowing, provided that the mailbox was originally installed in 
accordance with Village regulations. If a mailbox is damaged, a temporary repair will be made 
to ensure uninterrupted mail delivery. To report mailbox damage, please call the Public Works 
Department 847-490-6800 or email publicworks@vohe.org.

Mailbox damage
Report

January
Thursday, 1
•	 NEW YEAR’S DAY - VILLAGE HALL 

CLOSED
*Sunday, 4
•	 Veteran’s Flag 6: Cpl. Charles T. Brown, 

Army, WWII
Monday, 5
•	 Village Board Meeting, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, 6
•	 Celtic Fest Commission, 4 p.m.
•	 Sustainability Commission, 6 p.m.
•	 Cultural Awareness Commission, 

7:15 p.m.  
Wednesday, 7
•	 Plan Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Thurssday, 8
•	 Fourth of July Commission, 4 p.m. 
*Sunday, 11
•	 Veteran’s Flag 7: T/5 Leonard J. 

Battaglia, Army, WWII
•	 Christmas tree and wreath drop-off ends
Monday, 12
•	 Fire Pension Board, 9:30 a.m.
•	 Standing Committee Meetings, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, 13
•	 Senior Citizens Commission, 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, 14
•	 Utility Commission, 12 p.m.
•	 CPR/AED Course, 6 to 9 p.m. at Fire 

Station #24
Thursday, 15
•	 Memory Minders Brain Health Class, 

10 a.m.
•	 Bone Density Screenings, Hoffman 

Estates Branch Library
•	 Youth Commission, 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, 17
•	 Coffee with the Board, 10 a.m.
*Sunday, 18
•	 Veteran’s Flag 8: SP4 William M. Walsh, 

Army, Vietnam
Monday, 19
•	 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY
•	 Martin Luther King Jr. Community 

Breakfast, 8 a.m.
•	 Arts Commission, 5 p.m.
•	 Emerging Technologies Advisory 

Commission, 5:30 p.m.
•	 Commission for People with Disabilities, 

6 p.m.
•	 Village Board Meeting, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, 20
•	 Fire and Police Commission, PD, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, 21
•	 Senior Lunch, noon, Moretti’s
•	 Plan Commission, 6:30 p.m.
•	 Sister Cities Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, 22
•	 Death Over Dinner: A Community 

Conversation, 6:30 p.m., Morizzo 
Funeral Homes

*Sunday, 25
•	 Veteran’s Flag 9: IT1 Mark A. Mueller, 

USCG
Monday, 26
•	 Standing Committee Meetings, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, 27
•	 Police Pension Board, 1 p.m.
Thursday, 29
•	 Parenting in a Digital World, 5:30 p.m.
Friday, 30
•	 Holiday light recycling drop-off ends 

February
*Sunday, 1
•	 Veteran’s Flag 10: Pvt. Fredrick A. Kerr, 

USAF, WWII
Monday, 2
•	 Village Board Meeting, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, 3
•	 Celtic Fest Commission, 4 p.m.
•	 Sustainability Commission, 6 p.m.
•	 Cultural Awareness Commission, 

7:15 p.m.
Wednesday, 4
•	 Plan Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, 6
•	 First Friday, 7 p.m.
Saturday, 7
•	 Connecting Through Our Stories: 

Intergenerational Workshop for South 
Asian Families, 1 p.m.

*Sunday, 8
•	 Veteran’s Flag 11: Pfc. Jerry K. Losch, 

Army, WWII
Monday, 9
•	 Standing Committee Meetings, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, 10
•	 Senior Citizens Commission, 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, 12
•	 Fourth of July Commission, 4 p.m.
•	 Police Community Meeting, PD, 7 p.m.
*Sunday, 15
•	 Veteran’s Flag 12: A/S Frank S. Carter, 

Navy, WWII
Monday, 16
•	 Commission for People with Disabilities, 

6 p.m.
•	 Village Board, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, 18
•	 Senior Lunch, noon, Moretti’s
•	 Plan Commission, 6:30 p.m.
•	 Sister Cities Commission, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, 19
•	 Mayor’s Update Breakfast, 7:30 a.m. at 

NOW Arena
•	 Memory Minders Brain Health Class, 

10 a.m.
•	 Youth Commission, 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, 21
•	 CPR/AED Course, 9 a.m. to noon at Fire 

Station #24 
•	 Black History Month celebration, 2 p.m.
*Sunday, 22
•	 Veteran’s Flag 13: PFC Herb Kronberg, 

Army, WWII
Monday, Feb. 23
•	 Standing Committee Meetings, 7 p.m.

All meetings are at Village Hall unless 
otherwise noted. For up-to-date information, 
visit hoffmanestates.org/calendar.

* The flag-rotation ceremonies are held at 
the Veterans’ Memorial every Sunday at  
1 p.m. The public is invited to attend. 
Those wishing to make a donation for the 
perpetual maintenance of the Memorial 
may do so at the Village Hall, or by mailing 
a check to the Veterans’ Memorial c/o the 
Village of Hoffman Estates, 1900 Hassell 
Road, Hoffman Estates, IL 60169. 

The casket flags of deceased veterans 
listed on the calendar above will be flying 
at the Veterans’ Memorial in the coming 
months. The Veterans’ Memorial is located 
outside the Hoffman Estates Police 
Department at 411 W. Higgins Road.
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Hoffman Estates Snow 
Command: 
847-490-6800
Report a problem on 
Village maintained roads. 
(Unfortunately, it is not 
possible to provide a specific 
time when streets will be 
plowed.)

IDOT: 
800-452-4368
Conditions regarding IDOT 
roads
847-705-4612
Report an incident on 
IDOT roads

Cook County Highway 
Department: 
312-603-1600
Conditions regarding county 
roads.

Illinois Tollway 
Information Line: 
800-865-5394
Conditions regarding 
tollroads.

IDOT
•	 Freeman Road (between Munhank 

Road and Algonquin Road)
•	 Plum Grove Road
•	 Schaumburg Road
•	 Old Sutton Road (north of Higgins 

Road/Route 72)
•	 Roselle Road
•	 Shoe Factory Road

•	 Bartlett Road
•	 Bode Road (Barrington Road 

to N. Sutton Road)
•	 Bradwell Road
•	 Central Road
•	 Ela Road
•	 Mundhank Road

Cook County Highway Dept.
•	 Higgins Road (Route 72)
•	 Golf Road (Route 58)
•	 Algonquin Road (Route 62)
•	 Sutton Road (Route 59)
•	 Barrington Road
•	 Palatine Road

Winter Roads
Know who to call

The Village’s Public Works Department maintains and plows certain roads, while others are 
under the jurisdiction of either the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) or the 
Cook County Highway Department. Below is a list of IDOT and Cook Country roads, as 
well as contact information for where to direct questions or concerns.

Plow Routes
The Village’s Public Works Department does not plow IDOT or Cook County roads.

Contact Information
Please see the appropriate contact numbers below related to different roadways in the Village.

Village of Hoffman Estates
1900 Hassell Road 
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169 
hoffmanestates.org

Important phone numbers
Main. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                847-882-9100
Police and Fire. . . . . . . .         911
Police Administration. . .    847-781-2800
Fire Administration. . . .     847-843-4825
Public Works. . . . . . . . .          847-490-6800
Health and 

Human Services. . . . .      847-781-4850
Event Hotline . . . . . . . .         847-252-5443

Village officials
Mayor
William D. McLeod

Trustees
Karen V. Mills
Anna Newell
Gary J. Pilafas
Gary G. Stanton
Karen J. Arnet
Patrick Kinnane

Village Clerk
Patty Richter

Village Manager
Eric J. Palm

Municipal facilities
Visit our website for online services.

Village Hall
1900 Hassell Road

Police Department
411 W. Higgins Road

Fire Administration
1900 Hassell Road

Fire Station 21 — Carl W. Selke
225 Flagstaff Lane

Fire Station 22 — Michael J. O’Malley
1700 Moon Lake Boulevard

Fire Station 23 — Richard G. Cordova
1300 Westbury Drive

Fire Station 24 — Jerome Danowski
5775 Beacon Pointe Drive

Susan H. Kenley-Rupnow 
Public Works Center
2305 Pembroke Avenue
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